
The Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold was held on 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 

 

Mayor Higgins stated that the notice of the time, date and location of the meeting had 

been provided pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 (Open Public 

Meetings Act). 

 

 Councilman Griffiths opened the meeting with the Salute to the Flag, followed by a 

moment of silence. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT    MAYOR J. NOLAN HIGGINS 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN MICHAEL DIBENEDETTO 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN RONALD GRIFFITHS 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN KEVIN KANE 

PRESENT    COUNCILMAN GEORGE SCHNURR 

PRESENT    COUNCILWOMAN SHARON SHUTZER 

PRESENT     COUNCILMAN JAYE SIMS 

  

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 4 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Swearing In and Oath of Office: Lieutenant Ronnie Steppat, Freehold Borough 

Police Department.”  

 

Lt. Steppat was joined by his family and Captain Dispenza for the Oath of Office, 

administered by Mayor Higgins. 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer recognized the commitment needed by a police officer’s 

family and expressed appreciation for the sacrifice of their families.  Councilwoman Shutzer 

also recognized all of the officers and members of the Freehold Borough Police Department 

who were present. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No 5 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Presentation of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring 

the Greater Freehold Area Pop Warner Cheerleading Teams National Honors.” 

 

 Council President Sims congratulated the Pee Wee and Jr. Midget Pop Warner 

Cheerleading Teams.  Both teams traveled to Disney World to compete for National Titles.  

Certificates of Recognition were awarded to the coaches and members of each team.  

Councilman Sims recognized and thanked the parents for their sacrifices that are made to 

support the young ladies in this sport. 

 

  Mayor Higgins read Item No. 6 on the Agenda as follows: 

 



“Approval of Minutes:  Reorganization Meeting January 3, 2016.” 

 

 Councilman Schnurr offered a motion to accept the minutes and was seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer. 

 

 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

  

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 7 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold Honoring 

Henry A. Stryker, III on the Occasion of His Retirement.” 
 

 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilman DiBenedetto: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

FREEHOLD HONORING HENRY A. STRYKER, III ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 

RETIREMENT. 

 

Councilman Kane announced this was given to Mr. Stryker at his recent retirement 

dinner.  Councilman Kane thanked Mr. Stryker for his years of service to Freehold Borough. 

 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 8 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution Authorizing Agreement with Downtown Freehold Re: 2016 Fireworks 

Display.” 

 

 Councilman DiBenedetto requested to table the following Resolution, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH DOWNTOWN FREEHOLD 

RE: 2016 FIREWORKS DISPLAY.  

 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 9 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Resolution Authorizing the Mayor’s Nominations for Appointment to the Freehold 

Borough Board of Health.” 



 

 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilwoman Shutzer: 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR’S NOMINATION FOR 

APPOINTMENT TO THE FREEHOLD BOROUGH BOARD OF HEALTH. 

 

Councilman Kane reported the board received a resignation from longtime member 

Phil DeAngelis.  Councilman Kane announced his position will be filled by Diane D’Anna 

who is very involved resident and longtime member of the First Aid Squad.   

     

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 10 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

“Resolution Confirming Personnel Appointments/Actions: 

a. Appointment of Michael Burtt, Sr. as a member of the Freehold Fire 

Department, Good Will Hook & Ladder Company, effective February 16, 2016.  

b. Appointment of Rolando Ensuar, Jr. as a Patrolman of the Freehold Police 

Department, effective upon successful completion of the New Jersey Civil 

Service Procedures. 

c. Termination of Richard McGraw as a member of the Freehold Fire 

Department, Richardson Engine Co. No. 2, effective January 28, 2016. 

d. Termination of Keith Bailey as  a member of the Freehold Fire Department, 

Richardson Engine Co. No. 2, effective January 28, 2016. 

e. Termination of Mark Delgado as a member of the Freehold Fire Department, 

Good Will Hook & Ladder Co., effective January 28, 2016.” 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 

seconded by Councilman Sims: 

 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS/ACTIONS : 10A – 

10E. 

 

On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 11 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Resolution Approving the Following Applications: 

a. Misc. License, Sal Aversano, Musician, playing guitar in front of the Freehold 

Borough Library (28 ½ West Main Street), April – October, 10:00 AM to 11:00 

PM & on the walkway in the Market Yard Parking Lot (between the Court 

Jester and American Hotel), April – October, 1:00 PM to 7:30 PM, Monday – 



Thursday. 

b. Raffle License, 05-16, Lions Club of Freehold Twp., 50/50 Raffle, 6:00 PM, 

April 5, 2016, Basile’s, 536 Park Avenue. 

c. Raffle License, 06-16, Freehold Park Avenue Elementary PTO, Basket Raffle, 

6:00 PM – 11:00 PM, March 12, 2016, 280 Park Avenue. 

d. Raffle License, 07-16, Dwight D. Eisenhower Middle School PTO, 50/50 Raffle, 

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM, April 29, 2016, 51 Lincoln Place. 

e. Raffle License, 08-16, Dwight D. Eisenhower Middle School PTO, Draw Raffle, 

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM, April 29, 2016, 51 Lincoln Place. 

f. Raffle License, St. Rose of Lima School, 50/50 Raffle, 6:00 PM – 12:00 AM, 

March 12, 2016, 51 Lincoln Place. 

g. Misc. License/Vendor License, Johnny G’s Food Truck, parking in Market 

Yard Lot (location designated by Freehold Borough Police Department), 

serving only guests who are exiting the Geffrard/Young wedding reception at 

the American Hotel, 6/25/16, 11:00 PM to 1:00 AM. (All proper Board of 

Health and Fire Prevention Approvals/Licenses will be obtained)  c/o Stacy 

Geffrard 

h. Juke Box License, American Legion Post 54, 62 West Main Street. 

i. Amusement Game Machine License, Pool Table, American Legion Post 54,    63 

West Main Street.” 

 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 

by Councilwoman Shutzer: 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS 11A – 11I. 

 

 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 12 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Approval of Bills.” 

 

 Councilman Kane offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Sims: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Freehold that the bills on 

the attached list in the amount of $1,689,116.73 be paid as presented. 

 

 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and 

Sims voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion 

adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 13 on the Agenda as follows: 

 



 “Clerk – Late Communications.” 

 

 There were none. 

 

 Mayor Higgins read Item No. 14 on the Agenda as follows: 

 

 “Committee Reports.” 

 

 Councilman Schnurr reported as far as the Library is concerned, they have the free 

new patron computers that are being utilized now by the residents.  The Land Use Committee 

has been meeting with the Freehold Center Partnership fine tuning the ordinance and there has 

been a lot of give and take with that, but at the end of the day we are going to be adopting, or 

should I say, the Land Use Committee will be recommending that we adopt the ordinance 

changes.  I think we are very close to that point in time. 

 The Memorial Day Parade Committee is having fundraisers and getting parade preparations 

in order.  Council members were encouraged to let Councilman Schnurr know if they would be 

participating in the parade. 

 

 Councilman DiBenedetto reported under Public Safety the police department went through 

accreditation.  The department was commended for a job well done.   

 Councilman DiBenedetto stated the Public Works Department has hopefully fought the last 

storm of the winter.    During the recent snow storm, the department did the best job they could 

with the resources they had.  The residents were thanked for their patience.  Councilman 

DiBenedetto also thanked the Fire Department and Police Department for their efforts during the 

storm. 

 Councilman DiBenedetto announced the Recreation Easter Egg Hunt will be March 19th at 

10:00 AM at Lincoln Street Field.  More information will follow.  The YMCA Basketball League is 

up and running.   

 Councilman DiBenedetto reported the Freehold Arts Council will have the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade on Sunday, March 13th.  The Freehold Center Partnership has all of their functions going on.  

Flyers are downstairs with details.   

Councilman DiBenedetto stated there was nothing to report for Historic Preservation 

Committee. 

 

Councilwoman Shutzer stated the Colonial Basketball League which is sponsored by the 

YMCA and Recreation Commission is a wonderful program for the kids.  There are two games on 

Saturday mornings if you have nothing to do, come and support the kids. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered her condolences to the family of Ed Lewis.  Mr. Lewis 

served this community in many ways and he was a nice man. 

Councilwoman Shutzer offered congratulations to Lt. Steppat on his promotion and all of 

the Pop Warner Cheerleaders on their honors. 

Councilwoman Shutzer gave information on the next program being sponsored by the 

Alliance for Drug Awareness.  It will be held at the Township on March 9th, free of charge and all 

members of both governing bodies are encouraged to attend.  It will be an eye opening program for 

those who attend. 



Councilwoman Shutzer reported a free tax service, provided by AARP to Borough Senior 

Citizens at the Bethal AME Church on Tuesdays.  No appointments are necessary, but RSVPs are 

required.  Councilwoman Shutzer will RSVP for anyone who is interested.   An email blast was 

sent out with information. 

Councilwoman Shutzer stated the Board of Education is waiting for the State to rule on the 

referendum.   

 

Councilman Kane offered condolences to the Lewis family.  Mr. Lewis was a former 

councilman and longtime Borough employee.  He offered congratulations to Lt. Steppat and the 

Pop Warner Cheerleaders. 

Councilman Kane reported Matt Young has taken over for retired employee Henry Stryker.  

Matt will do a great job.  Councilman Kane reported the Finance Committee has been meeting, 

going over preliminary budgets.  Mr. Bellina and Mr. Gartz are doing a great job with the budget. 

Councilman Kane reported the Board of Health accepted the resignation of Mr. Phil 

DeAngelis and is pleased to welcome Ms. Diane D’Anna as his replacement. 

Councilman Kane announced Lake Topanemus has a few great events scheduled.  The Irish 

Festival is returning this year and Olde Freehold Day will be celebrating their 40th Anniversary.  

There will be more details to follow.   

 

 Councilman Griffiths reported the Shade Tree Commission will be meeting.  Plans are being 

made for the distribution of 200 seedling trees that are being received from the State Reforestation 

Program.  These seedlings will be made available to residents, at no cost, to be planted in their 

yards.   

 Councilman Griffiths reported the Human Relations Committee will be meeting and they 

have begun planning for a 15th Anniversary commemorative service for 9/11 this year.  The date 

falls on a Sunday and they plan to hold a very solemn event on that date. 

 Councilman Griffiths stated the results of the budget speech by Governor Christie should be 

watched.  Paying close attention to the proposal of that commission which said they would take the 

retirement pensions of teachers and give the responsibility of payment to local board of education.  

This is something Freehold can’t afford.  Councilman Griffiths also took notice to legislation titled 

Assembly Bill 302 which would return energy taxes.  This would give back more than a million 

dollars a year the state is stealing from the town. 

 

 Councilman Sims congratulated Lt. Steppat and his family as well as the Pop Warner 

Cheerleaders.   

 Councilman Sims reported the Youth Government is planning a 5K Race at Lake 

Topanemus in the early spring.  They are meeting with Lake Topanemus at their next meeting. 

 Councilman Sims remarked on the water situation in Flint, Michigan.  He asked Mr. Bellina 

if information could be sent out to Freehold residents to assure them that despite the older water 

system we have, the water is constantly being tested by the DEP and we have excellent water. 

 

 Mr. Bellina stated Freehold is fully compliant with every rule and regulation.  Tests are 

provided daily, monthly and quarterly.  The infrastructure is being kept current and March 1st a 

permit application is being submitted to replace Well #3 with Well #10.  Work is expected to take 

place with Well #4 and new water meters will be installed.  

 



 Mayor Higgins commented on the passing of Mr. Lewis and his long history of devotion to 

Freehold Borough as a Councilman and employee.  Mayor Higgins remarked he was Mr. Knights 

of Columbus and kept the council going for many years.  Mayor Higgins relayed a personal story 

and fond memories of Mr. Lewis. 

 

 Mayor Higgins reported he met with Senate President Sweeney in Trenton to remind him of 

Freehold’s school situation and asked if any assistance can be provided.  Mayor Higgins added he 

and Mr. Bellina met with Senator Beck and left the same message.  Mayor Higgins stated they are 

trying to keep Freehold Borough on the radar of the officials in Trenton and this hopefully will 

benefit the school board. 

 

 Mayor Higgins opened the floor to public comments. 

 

 Mr. Sal Aversano, 24 Manchester Court, Apt. E, Freehold.  Mr. Aversano thanked 

Mayor and Council for approving his permits. 

 

 Councilman Sims offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilman Griffiths: 

 

 RESOLUTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC PORTION: 

 

 On roll call Council Members DiBenedetto, Griffiths, Kane, Schnurr, Shutzer and Sims 

voted its adoption; opposed none; absent none.  Mayor Higgins declared the motion adopted. 

 

 Mayor Higgins called for a motion to adjourn. 

  

  Councilman DiBenedetto offered the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman 

Shutzer, with all in favor. 

  

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM. 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

______________________________ 

      TRACI L. DIBENEDETTO, RMC 

      BOROUGH CLERK 

TLD:lc 

 


